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SUBJECT: NEW INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER TO NIGERIA 

REF: LAGOS 5437 

1. EMBASSY EILES CONTAIN THE EOLLOWING INEORMATION ON 
MRS. K. RUKMINI MENON, INDIA'S NEW HIGH COMMISSIONER TO 
NIGERIA. 

2. BORN SEPTEMBER 6, 1922, MRS. MENON JOINED THE INDIAN 
EOREIGN SERVICE IN 1951, BEEORE HER MARRIAGE. SHE HAS 
HELD THE EOLLOWING POSITIONS: SECOND SECRETARY/EIRST 
SECRETARY IN COLOMBO (1954-56); UNDER SECRETARY/DEPUTY 
SECRETARY IN THE MINEXAFE IN NEW DELHI (1957-61); EIRST 
SECRETARY IN KUALA LUMPUR (1962-64); EIRST SECRETARY IN 
CANBERRA (1965-66); DIRECTOR IN THE EUROPE DIVISION OE 
MINEXAEE IN NEW DELHI (1966-67); ATTENDED THE NATIONAL 
DEEENSE COLLEGE OE THE MINISTRY OE DEFENSE (1968-69); 

JOINT SECRETARY IN CHARGE OF THE AMERICAS DIVISION 

OE MINEXAEE IN NEW DELHI (1970-72); AMBASSADOR TO 
DENMARK (1972-75); AND AMBASSADOR TO ITALY (1976-78). 

3. MRS. MENON, THE SECOND EEMALE INDIAN CAREER 
DIPLOMAT TO REACH AMBASSADORIAL RANK, IS EROM THE SOUTH 
INDIAN STATE OE KERALA. SHE STUDIED AT MADRAS 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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UNIVERSITY. EMBASSY OEEICERS WHO DEALT WITH HER AT THE 
MINISTRY OE EXTERNAL AFEAIRS EOUND THAT SHE COULD BE 
PROEESSIONAL AND CHARMING AS THE OCCASION DEMANDED. 

SHE COULD ALSO BE EMOTIONAL, NATIONALISTIC AND 
HYPERSENSITIVE, PARTICULARLY WHEN INDIA WAS CRITICIZED. 

SHE WAS NOT THOUGHT TO EXERCISE MUCH INELUENCE ON 
POLICY WHEN SERVING ON THE AMERICAS DESK. 
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4. IN 1970 MRS. MENON ACCOMPANIED HER HUSBAND WHEN 
HE WENT TO THE US ON SABBATICAL. 

GOHEEN 
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